LIFE HISTORY OF
WILFORD WILLIAM WARNICK
By Wilford William Warnick 13839

Life story started in 1938. Beginning May 1, 1881, at Deseret
Millard Co., Utah.

To begin my story, I must start back several years before with
my forefathers all born in Sweden. My Great Great Grandfather
Peter Adolph Warnick was born in 1725; Great Grandfather Christian
Adolph Warnick born 10 May 1765 in Stockholm, Sweden; Grandfather
Anders Peter Warnick Born 12 July 1801 in Varsas, Sweden; my father
Adolph Fredrick Warnick born 22 Oct 1832 in Forsby, Sweden; and my
mother Christina Olsen was born 5 Mar 1843 in Ledsjo Socken,
Sweden.

Father died in Deseret, Utah, January 25, 1905. Mother died
in Deseret, April 2, 1938.

Father joined the Church, Feb 23, 1860, came to United States
on July 12, 1870, he was a carpenter by trade. Mother joined the
LDS Church May 6, 1860, came to the United States in 1871. They
were married Oct. 30, 1871. Later they were married in the
Endowment House in Sall Lake City, Utah. They lived in Pleasant
Grove until about 1880 when they moved to Deseret, Utah and went
through some of the hardships the people of Deseret had to go
through when they first settled there.

When my father's family came to the United States, they met
with serious sickness on the way. Cholera got in the family; there
were nine in the family, the father, mother and three children died

with it; grandfather died August 10, in St. Joseph, Mo. and
grandmother died August 5, in Marcella, Mo., as they were coming
to Utah. I have no dates of the three childrens’ death.

Now for the doings of myself.

1 was the 5th child in the family of 6 children, Fred, Annie,
Oscar, and Parley were born in Pleasant Grove, then father's feet
got to itching for a new place to live so they moved down to
Deseret Millard Co., Utah where I was born on May 1, 1881 just 1/4
mile south of where Dewsnips store now stands in a 4 room adobe
house, also my brother John was born in Deseret. All the houses
in those days were built of adobe. Deseret was the largest town
on this side of the County, and a lively little town il was, The
Main part of the living was fish caught in the Sevier River, and

they were glad to get them.

Our family lived in Deseret until I was 5 years old, then they
moved out on their farm 1/2 mile north and 1 mile west of Deseret.
After we got on the farm it fell to us boys to herd the cows. Ve
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would take them 3 or 4 miles south and west of our farm where there
wvas plenty of grass, then we would have to go after them at night.
We nearly always rode a horse after the cows but most always we
walked home. When we started out on one of Grandfather Erickson’'s
mares she would always gel scared of something and jump side ways.
0f course we were young and active and we would dodge her and then
we walked home, but we got used to that and didn't mind much. We
herded cows like that until the farmers all got their farms fenced
then we were quite old boys.

Some days we would take our pitchforks with us and go down to
the lakes and fish all day long till it was time to go take the
cows homc. We nearly always had all the fish we could carry, not
little fish but big carp. Therc were eight of us boys about the
same age living neighbors and we sure had lots of fun whoen we
didn't have any work to do. Wec spent Jols of our time fishing when
we: were nol helping on the farms.

My father had 120 acres of farm land, 80 acres were in
Hinckley about 2 miles from oul home and that kept us all quite
busy. We hauled all our hay and grain to the home place. It was
quite a long job bul we always had a litlle spare time. There was
4 and 5% of us all the time to help de the job, bul for several
years we didn't have a hay dervick and it was quile a hard job to
build a very high stack when the stack was about 10 or 12 feel high
we would build a scaffold or platform to throw the hay on. The man
would pitch the hay up a few feet high so0 we could make a good
stack so il was not so easy after all, but when we gol a derrickh
it was a4 Jot easicr, and it always fell my job to ride the derrick
horse which I did vntil after I gol married. Then I worked at all
haying Jobs moslly running &« team and vnloading and stacking. 1
have stached as much as s lhousand tons of hay in a year. 1 would
sooner stack hay than do any other hay Jjob in haying time.

In 1901 Jim Chvistensen, Alpin Allred and myself wenl oul to
Rudy Valley, Nevada to work. We got a job at Eugene Wines Ranch
helping put up hay. There were ten of us Deseret boys working on
this same ranch. We sure had some times that summer even if the
work was hard. I raked hay for two and one half months with a hand
dump rake - that was some job. We worked for $1.50 per day, so you
see the working man didn't get much those days.

Jim and Alpin had a team and an old buckboard and hauled our
grub and bedding. I rode my saddle horse. Some time going vp the
steep hills I would bhave to tie my lasso rope on the end on the
tongue and help pull the buckboard wp the hill. It took us six
days to go out there a distance of 200 miles. On our third out
while we were camped for dinner, "0l1d Squaw"”, Jim's horse, nearly
cheked to death ecating grain. We were quite scared for awhile
because my horse was a broncho and had never drove on a wagon, but
finally the "0l1d Squaw” got alright and we were surely glad. We
came home in October.
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That was the fist and last time I was ever out of Ulah up to
the present time. I don't know whether I will ever get out eof Utah
again.

About my school days. I started to school when 1 was 6 years
old in 1887. We went to school in Hinckley the first 2 or 3 years
in a two roomed adobe house called the "little mud temple”. It wus
one mile straight north of our home.

Miss May Bishop (now Mrs. May Webb) was my first teacher, and
she was a very kind and good teacher and I liked her very much.
When we went to Hinckley for 2 or 3 years we changed and went to
Desceret the rest of my school days. We walked all the lime to
school unless some mornings when it was snowing or raining hard
then father would take us to school in a wagon "ne not an
auvtomebile”.

I don't believe we were ever lale or absent. We had to walk
s mile and a half teo the Deseret school, unless in the winter when
the viver wag frozen over and the ice was good then we would walk
about half 3 mile south to the river and we would skale till 1 was
aboul 12 years old. I well remember the first pair of skated 1
ever had., We went to scheol one Friday and when we got to the
schoel the teacher said there was no school so we started home, and
- when we got as far s J.P.Gibbs sltore, Fred bought me a pair of
shates, size & 1/2 (he was clerking for Mr. Gibbs). I learned to
skate that day and the next day (Saturday) 1 went with a crowd of
boys down to the lake to skate. We went down on the river and
skaled all day long, and I surely was tired when T got home (my
first day of real skating). After thuat 1 skaled whenever 1 had
time and there was ice.

1 don't know what the school children now would do if they bhad
to walk as far as we did. All they have to do now is walk out to
a bus and get in, and they hate to do that. It is too much
exertion for them.

As far as I can remember, I had the following teachers, bul
I can't remember in what order they came. Miss May Bishop was my
first, then May Craft, Mariam Lufkin, Lizzie Barron, Milton Moody,
Duvid D.Rust, Harry Brown. Harry Brown was also Millard County
School Superintendent for several years. Maggie Pelerson and
Charles Broadbent. 1 cannot remember of any more, nor did they
teach in this order, but they were all good teachers and I liked
all of them.

When Maggie Peterson was teacher she organized a society in
school and called it "The Central Society”, and 1 was elected
President, the only time I was ever president of anything.

We had lots of good times with our Society when we had programs
wvhich we did aboult one a week.
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There was one thing T didn't like, T never could stand still
long enough to have my picture taken with the schoel. If I stlood
still too long, I would fainl away and couldn't get my picture with
the school which I regretted very much.

There were no high schools in Millard County when I gradualed
but we went through 12 grades the same as if there were high
school. Mary Cropper and 1 were among the first graduvates 1o
receive diplomas in Millard County, and I was very proud to be onc
of the first on the west side of Millard County to gel a diploma.
1 still have mine and think a lot of it.

The next winter (1900-1801) I attended the Brigham Young
Academy in  Provo (it has since Dbeen named Brigham Younyg
Universily). I only wenl to the BYA one year. Thal summer (1901)
is when I went out 1o Rudy vulley to work with Jim «nd Alpin.

Our Muarried Lifce
On Dec. 28, 1803, T wis marricd to Lynn Cropper, davghter of
Goorge Wise Cropper of Deseret . Woe were marrvied in Fillmore, Uiluh
by Themes C. Callister.

Il sure was snowy and cold when we went 1o get married, it was
much colder then in the winter than it is now.

We lived wilh our folks for a fex monllis then we boughl a
house and 1ol in Deseret frem Gilber! Hent . We lisved lhero abeut
a2 yvar and then we sold it to Fred Dewsnip and moved up lo Mr.
Cropper’'s and ran hisz farm for 3 yeair. (Joscphine wias born in

Desceret Qct . 22, 10901 op my father’s birthday). The nexl yoeor we
buill a housc on the land we had homesteaded after we were marvied
in 1803. I bLuilt the house myself with a little help from Glenn.

It was & lesn-to house 12 x 24 ft. We sure were happy when it was
finished and moved into it. "Those were the good old days.” After
we moved in our new house, our work just started in. The greece
voods and sage brush were so high we couldn't see the roeoad or
anyone who went past, but I got busy with the grubbing hoe and
grubbed all the brush and burned them, then we could find the
house when we went away. It was hard work to starl a new home and
farm but we werce young, happy, and full of pep and made fun as well
as work out of our firsl few years while we were getting our farm
broke up and crops put into grain and alfalfa, but hard luck slruck
us and the Delts people, lhe firsl three years we planted crops,
and the reservoir above Delta Broke. The fist one they made washed
out three years in succession and we lost our crops each year.
Times were hard and I had to work for wages every spare day I had
to make a living, but we didn't give up. We Kkept on staying and
working till we got our farm all in crops and started to raise hay
and grain of our own, that made us feel quite rich. When we
starled to raisec our own hay we got along better becauvse we didn't
have to buy ovur hay. We always had several good milk cows so vwe
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always had all the butter, milk and cream that we wanted. We also
kept chickens and pigs so we haud all the eggs and mesl we needed.
We didn't have to buy so much of our living after we got to raising
vui hay feed for our animals. Then we started to live better and
thutl mude us a little happier. Bul we were very happy before that
after we zot in our litlle new home, and 1 mean home becausc we
were happy and live was in the home.,

My hobby was good horses, and I raised some of the best mures
there was in the County. For several years my mares and calfs ook
first prize at the county fair that we used to hold in Deserel
every ycar. That was bLetween 1910 and 1925, then after that people
didn't go in so much for good horses.  They started to gel tractors
in this part of the counlyy, and they didn't uvse big horses for th.
heavy werk, but il was several years before tyvuctors teok the jluce
of horses entirely. But pnow in 1947 (the date I am wriling this)
truclors are doing most of the work on farms and every place that
horses used to work, and it is a big timc saver and mun saver.

1 didn'l keep dates of things as they happened so I can't tell
wlen things did happen, bul for a long time we raised pretlty good
crops and sold lots of hay for fairly good prices in those days.

sold Jots of hay for §10 or €12 a ton and thaul wus big prices,
and we did pretly well with our crops. We raised somo prelly good
secd crops and we gol aghout $.10 or .20 a 1b. for it and thought
it was a good price (hul now in 1946 they get 2 or 2 limes that
price and they want more). People are never satisfied any more,
they want too much.

Along aboul 1825 or a year or lwo later water started to get
quite scarce and we didn't get enough water Lo mulure the crops s
wie seon gol to getling less hay and grain and we couldn'l ge! along
a5 well as we did and woe couldn’t keep up our payments on our farm
mortgoage and pay our taxes and live so in Oct. 1932 we lefl the
forw and moved to Delta.

¥We raised all our vegetables, potatoes and other garden crops
so we didn’'t have to buy any of that until we moved to Delta.

We lived in our little 12 x 24 ft house until 19817 when we
started to build our big brick house.

In March of 1917 we starled to dig the basement and by October
the house was finished and we moved into it about the 10th of Oct.,
and that was one more happy day because we moved out of 2 roous
into 7 rooms. We surely did feel lost to make that change, bul it
was a wonderful change and we enjoyed every minute we lived in it.
We surely did have some good times when we had parties and had our
friends call to sec us.
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We didn't eat very many Sunday dinners alone after we gol in
our new home, and we were always glad.le Lave so much company. We
had lots of friends all arocund the country becsuse we waeare bath
born in good old Deseret, a town I will never forget, even if il
isn't very large and the people who lived were wonderful people and
we will nmever forget Deseret. There 1s where 1 met my wife when
she was a youngz happy girl. I well remember the first time I mel
her to know her. It was on a holiday either the 4th or the 24lh
of July, I don't remembeyr the year. I was too excited and happ;
because T knew she was the one 1 wanted.

Ovr new houvse had 7 rooms, living roeom, dining room, 8 UbLig
bedroums on the east side of the house, a kitchen and a big bath

voom which we did enjoy. We had a six foot bath tub which was
quite o difference from a wash tub.

¥ . R.F.(Dick) Crum had the contract 1o build our house aud
he waw a4 very good carpenter and built the heuse like it was for

himsc1f. He owned a foerm up on the bench noerlh of Delta al Lo

Durcopearest nelighboer lived just seress the river, Mr. Mahonri
Bishop and family. He lived there for several years then he moved
cul to Hinchley and his son Don Bishop lived there then and was our
neighbor until we came to Delta.

Our olher neighbors were Lynn's sisters, Mallie and Bine snd
their fawmilies, also Amos and Fannie Muxficeld, and fuarither down
Coopper Lane, Pich Cropper’s family and Pele Hunsen's foamily. e
waericd Lynn's eoldest zister, Dona, and she died in 1911, Matlie
and DBine would bioing thedir babies up Lo see Lynn sboul every week
and shoe would take heroe babies and go dovn to see Lthem every week

oo oellonor . They surcely had good times logelher and they never
Wers sw busy they couldn’t go visiting any time, and espceccially
Mottic. She hod the most Lazbies but she could always find time to

go any place.

Thaose were the good old days when people were more sociable
snd could find time to help each other. They were not as greedy
and selfish as lhey are now. Now it is every one for himself.

In my early days from the time 1 was big enough we always had
toe haul our wood to burn (we didn't buy coal then). The wood was
so plentiful and it would take us 1 1/2 days to make a trip after
one load of 2 cords or more. We hauled all the wood there was in
the Clear Lake wood district. This was about 18 miles southeast
of Deseret, and hauled a good many loads from the hills east of
Dasis about 15 miles and the wood there got quite scarce, and it
is a hard job now to get a load of dry wood. We¢ also haulced a lot
of wood from northwest of Lyndyle in and arocund lhe sand mountains,
and a good many Joad of pine wood the Saw Toolh Mountains in ke
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north canyon district. It took % and 6 days lo mushe a lrip oul
tLheve, bul thal wes good wood, a lel belles thun the cedar woud we
gol from the olher pluces. Bul noew we don’'lt have only cnough wood
for kKindling, we vse coal entirely exceplt for a few who use oil
stoves. It used to take § or 6 big loads of wood to last us for
a yeur, and all that had to be chopped into stove lengths, and that
was a good hard job, but we liked to chop wood, It was good
excreise for rubber backs.

In thouse early days money was not as easy got as it is toduy.
1 vsed to work for $30 a month and my board for my wife and baby.
1 worked for Lynn's father 2 or 3 years for €30 a monlh, but we
could buy more for a dollar then and we didn't need as much. 1
always worked for wages when I got my farming dono.

Che spring in 1910 1 went out te work for Norman Bliss in
Abraham in lhe first part of March. 1 had a sheep wagon for Lynn
and 1wo babies, Jo and Rulh, and myself to live in. It was 2
Titlle crowded, Lul we enjoyed 11 und had 4 good time. AL and
Mattic wous there with 3 c¢hildren and Lynn sand Mottic had zome gxni)d
time visiting esch othey every doy all the time. That 13 when we
enjoyed ouvrselves and got 2loug ss good or bLeller thun we do now.
Tt didn't tahe lels of money and cars to meke vs huppy.

I worled there 2 woolbs then we moved cul nortdh of there © oov
les and worked for Wacren Black pulting in oats. They sowed
! the men who worked there coevered the ools with

suls first
hend ol . ! woooo oonoowvasy Joboand we o ouly et $4.00 a4 duy for
Penn Yoo omads aboul oas much in s oweck ss some of the skilled
worters zol when they built Topaz during the war, yct we were morc

X
satisficd. '

~

We worked there fer Blauck for 2 wecks, then T went s1il3

fortlicr nerth where they were breaking up new ground on the nooth
lvact counlry. When they started to farm that new countey, It wus
10 miles or more north of Sugarville in a place they called
Sunflower. T worked for a man by the name of Farmer. I was given

1he job of making ditches with a plow and tongue scraper. I did
that work for 2 weeks then I had to quit and come home to farm for
ourselves.

Lynn and the babics were with me all the time. Jo was about
5 years old and Ruth wos 7 months but she could walk around by
things, and by lhe timce she was 9 month: old she could walk all
around alone.

Mr. Farmer planted 2000 acres of wheat and oals, sand T don't
think he gel any of il irvigaled. hey didn't gel the waler out
there that year. Tt wes in April 1812 when I worked f{or Mr.
Farmer.
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¥hen we Ieft there to come home it took us a big days drive
to get home. I had two wagons with the camp wagon, and theve
wvasn't more than 6 or 8§ houscs along the road when we came home but
there has been a big change since then. There ave furms and housces
all over the ceunlry. It don't loek like the same place any move.

When they started to make the canals and headgates outl in
Sutherland 1 helped haul gravel for a greal many of the headgatl s
and byridges. I hauvled a good many yards of gravel out over that
part of the country. Glen Cropper and I hauled all the gravel to
make the headgates that is now in the Abrabam Canal, but 1 don't
remember when it was. 1 have hauled gravel all over the part of
the country that is farmed.

The time we lived in the sheep wagon were soan of wos Lappiest
doys. I wish we could live in them again. OQur cares werce nol as
grcal as they are now (1847). We didn't have so much worry abouyl
our children. There wasn't as much temptalions as we have now.
We have lemptations of all kinds and it is nothing to sce young
boys and girls smoling and drinking and doing maony other things
that den't become young pecple.

In ovr young courting days we didn't have things as nice as
they do now. We hod to go with a horse and buggy and that was not
so very fast driving, but then we had one advantage over 1he
automobile, we could tic the lines around the whip and the horsc
knew how and where lo go and we didn't have to worry aboul uany
wreck. My horse knew all the roads and turns and never gol losti
and we never run ouvt of gas or had a flat tire (I mean o blow oul).

i ¥
Our L

ires were flal all the time and we enjoyed our Luggy rid s
evein 1f they were slower lhan they sre now.

Wee psed to have good times when we were young. We had parties
© o

2 or 2 times @ week, and if there wasn't any other place Lo go we

wont out to mother's home. We were always welcome and we would

have some good times. There were about 10 couples of us at the
1ime bul several huve passed away and lhe rest have moved to other
parts of the country.

I remember one timc when 10 of the crowd went up to Oak Creck
canyon for a two wecek vacation, and we did have a goed 1ime
hunling, c¢limbing mounlains and anything to make fun. There wasn’l
any game laws then so we had plenty of venison and trout, and 1
den't think there was a meal coocked thal Leffel Croflt and T didn't
help cook and Lynn did most of it for the girls. Some of the girls
were Lo lazy to cook or d¢ anything else. The ones in the crowd
weye Lynn and Ephraim, Glen and Pheobe, Will and Stella Reced,
Leffel Croft and Bessie and John and Stella Black, but we didn't
come back with the same partners we went up with. Lynn and Ephraim
and Stella Reed and T went up te the top of the Mounlain and
Ephraim gol mad and went back to camp alone. After thal ! had Lynn
to myself and was with me from then on until now and 1 think she



wkw ¢
will always stay with we.

About our family. We were married on Dec. 28 1903, and
Jesephine our first girl, wus born in Deseret on the 22nd of
Oclober on her Grandfather Warnick's birthday. We were going outl
there for a birthday but that stopped us. Dr. Damron was our doctor
or (midwife) as she was called then. We were proud of our first
baby. She had long black hair and looked Jjust like her father.
Her grandfatlher lived just 3 months and 2 days after she was born.
He divd on the 24Uh of Jan. 1905 of pneumonia. He was sick only 2
weeks .

Qur scecond girl, NRueth, was born in our Tittle two room hounw
up on a furm on Sepl. 19, 1909 on her Uncle Ward's birthday, anc
Ward died on 8 Scp 1910 of diphtheria. Dir. Damron was our doclor

for her. 7 hud te ge afler the dector with o horse and buggy. I
Tooh ome 172 huure to omehe Yhio o belp Cdown o to Dezesel aboul T oniles,

Ous Tival Loy, Fred, was born in Deserel . We moved down there
for the winter i Unole Ceorge's old hoevse.  Woe moved down in Oct.
11 snd fred wss bhorn on Feb. 17, 1912, and we had some trouble
aftec he wss Lo Lynn didn't gel along very good. She hud
troubhle with her legs and didn't get ovt of bed until in April, bLul
she finally gol well and we moved back to the farm.

i

Ve hodt a ogoesd time that winter. We lived by Amnic and George,
L, siotesy awnd brother in low und kids. Our houvsvs werce aboul 4
Toetl Lyt L0 o owe were logetlicr wost of the lime thatl winter.
Geovge and T havled 12 big losds of wood and we surce Lud & big pile

of wood.

Dur AL bLely, Donna, wos bhorn in the 1ittle house on the farnm
onic of the coldest days T ever get out in and lots of snew on

(A0 SRR
2700h of Deo. 1916 in Deservet or Hinckley which ever jyou want lo
SR I HE]

Dir. Damron was our doctor again. It was so cold we had lo
blankel the housc to keep it warm, but we Iived thiu thol and came
out fine in the spring. Donna was born on our 13th wedding
anniversary, but it was much colder that day than on our wedding
day. Wc were happy Jjust the same even if it was so cold and snowy.

Qur fifth and last child, Charles, was born in our new big
house on the farm on Nov. 6, 1823. Doctor Wallace H. Wright was
ductor for hin. He was born in Hinckley we called because we
belonged to the Hinckley Ward. We had a hard time with Charles.
He got along better for a few weeks and then he started to get thin
and was cross all the time. He didn't get food from his mother
and one Mr. Thomas Reid of Hinckley stopped into see us and told
us about some baby food they gave one of their babies and it got
along fine, and Mr. Reid brought us a can of that food and we fed
il to Charles and he started to grow from the first cun, zo woe keptl
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feeding him that and he started o 131 and gol Lo Le a Lig normal
boy. We gave My Reid and Dextra Matosce thanhs for his being with
us today. Aunl Maultic said he looked like a litile starved bird,
she didn't think he would live bul he did and has seen lots of this
ceuntry and part of Europe since and speut 2 years and a half in
World War 11. '

That is’ the last of our kids, but we have 10 nice
grandchildren, 5 boys and 5 girls.

We named our farm (Riverview Farm) because it was on the eas
side of the Sevicr River in plain view of it. We lived and farmed
there until we had a drought and we couldn't get enough water to
raise our crops. The big open drain ditch on the south drained Lhe
ground so bad we couldn't raise crops enough to keep us geing and
pay taxes and interest so on Oct. 1, 1832, we left the furm and
moved up here to Delta wnd boughl ts s houme which we had pail fov
and have a c¢lecar Litle to 1t. The fivzt time we moved we jus?® hLuad
a trunk tied on the back of the Buggy, sud #hon we wo,od up heeo
we  had  scveral truck losds, o wigor leowd or tow and Lhen

SOOH L L L Lo

We moved froem the farm on the rciver Qct. 1 1332 and bougl!
3 E=3
FEal

a house in Delta. We hud lived in Della a little more thun 2 1/2
hears when I met with un Accident on july 26, 1935. I fell from

a o bteeo thal 1 woae culting desd Timbs from. I fel1l on wmy back
ST 0 diteh bank. T wus completely paralyzed from the wais

1

Jenne I Lo e bod fasl since. ¥y wife Lynn hus tuaken care of
't d <

we foithivlly foo 14 yesrs only being away from home one night.
A wife could have never talien betlter carce of anyone than 1 have

o
been tukhen care of.

This wuszs written by my faulher while he wuas an invalid. he was
patient, kind a«nd an inspiration to all that visited him during his
14 years of sickness. Hundreds of people visited in their home
thru the years, rich and poor, good and bad, he always had a smile
and a joke for everyone. Father passed away Jan. 11, 1951 at thc
age of 70 yeurs.




